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which positions us well going forward.” 
Boineau recommends that builders 

consider home buyers’ revised needs, which 
were evident while being quarantined in their 
homes.  

“When you’re talking to people who want 
to build, you’re probably going to be 
discussing larger homes,” said Boineau. 
“Many families have one or both partners 
working from home, so they’ll want their own 

“Geographically, 
the Grand Strand 
has always been a 
sought-after 
location,” said 
Boineau. “Now, our 
northern neighbors, 
who typically live in 
urban areas with lots 
of close contact, may 
want to move south 
to warmer climates 

and more open spaces. As normalcy returns, 
we’ll see a greater influx of buyers to our area, 
which will help the building industry and the 
resale home industry.” 

Boineau said the pandemic had affected 
lending, as guidelines have tightened, and 
greater scrutiny is given to the effects the 
virus has had on each particular sector of the 
economy. However, the long-term effects 
should be minor.  

“We are probably looking at a V-shaped 
recovery in housing,” said Boineau, “because 
as COVID evolved, building and real estate 
were considered essential services in most 
states, including South Carolina. We saw a 

dip in early April of 
contracts and activity, 
but that dip did not last 
long, and since then, 
we’ve seen a very 
robust buying and 
building market. Folks 
are not sitting on their 
hands and are looking 
at houses both as a safe 
investment and a place 
where a lot more time, 
business and personal, 
will be spent in the 
future.” 

The influx of buyers will reflect a post-
COVID reality that includes less airplane 
travel and more road trips.  

“We are a perfect drive-in community for 
the majority of the East Coast population, 
and I think people will elect to drive longer 
distances rather than to fly,” said Boineau. “I 
also think you’re going to see RV sales pick 
up and boat sales pick up -- those are some 
ancillary things that will happen given the 
new normal. Another winner in this market 
is going to be lower-cost, non-metro areas, 

CITIZENS ONE HOME LOANS

Now Is An Ideal Time To 
Buy Or Build A Home 
by Sara Sobota

The COVID-19 pandemic has affected virtually every 
aspect of our lives, including the housing market. However, 
as Senior Loan Officer Trippett Boineau of Citizens One 
Home Loans points out, not all of those impacts are 
negative, particularly in this area.

COVER STORY

PH
O

TO
 ©

 C
H

U
C

K G
EE

PH
O

TO
 ©

 C
H

U
C

K 
G

EE

(Continued on page 30)

Jason Repak (left) visits with homeowner’s Dale and Kathleen Sihrer. 
Kathleen said, “Jason was willing to go out of his comfort zone to 
put in the things we asked for, and I thought that was pretty cool. 
The house is beautiful, more than I dreamed. The people that he 
hired to do the work were amazing. He was picky about who he 
allowed to work on the house.”

The residence of Dale and Kathleen Sihrer in Conway, SC. The 
Sihrers did their building-science research to find products that  
are energy efficient. Kathleen explained, “We asked for additional 
insulation value in the main part of the house. We did vinyl siding,  
but it’s insulated with polystyrene and it’s just phenomenal how little 
energy we use because of that.” The board & batten siding creates 
vertical lines, which also makes it easier to wash. The high R-value 
and high-impact value of the siding also appealed to them.

as a button.” The back part was supposed to be used 
for storage but Teressa thinks now it’s too pretty for 
that. Perhaps the best testament is that the Skippers 
recommended Hudson Builders to Ken’s cousin, who 
is now building a home with Hudson Builders in 
Pawley’s Island. �
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Jason@HudsonBuildersSC.com

Trippett Boineau
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Stay informed and up to date on the latest 
information about COVID-19 and additional 
tips of containment by following reliable 
sources of information: Federal Trade 

Commission, Centers for Disease Control, 
U.S. State Department Travel Advisories, 
Department of Labor and World Health 
Organization. 
 

As a business owner or manager, we have 
additional materials on handling crisis for you. 
If you are interested and want more 
information, please reach out to us.

office. They’re going to want more 
recreational areas, theatres, outdoor living 
spaces, more room for kids who are being 
taught at home, or just for spending more 
time there. Other factors are backyards with 
more space and more outdoor amenities. All 
of these features will become very popular.” 

For homeowners, whether considering a 

larger or a smaller home, Boineau said the 
time is right to move.  

“Rates are historically low. 30-year fixed 
rates are now in the low 3 percent range, and 
15-year rates in the high 2 percent range. If 
you think about an after-tax rate for that 
money, it’s incredibly low and affordable.” 

Other market indicators suggest now is 

About the BBB: The Better Business Bureau of Coastal Carolina is located at 1121 Third Ave., in Conway, SC and covers the counties of 
Darlington, Dillon, Florence, Georgetown, Horry, Marion, and Williamsburg in South Carolina and Bladen, Brunswick, Columbus, 
Cumberland, New Hanover, Pender, Robeson, and Sampson in North Carolina. For more information about becoming an Accredited Business, 
call (843) 488-2227 or https://www.bbb.org/myrtle-beach/accreditation-application. �
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an ideal time to buy or build a home. 
“Builders are expressing more 

confidence, which is a sign they are seeing 
more traffic, and they’re anxious to build 
homes,” said Boineau. “I can’t imagine a 
better set of circumstances than where we 
are in today’s market. It’s a perfect storm in a 
good way.” �
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